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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Extract FROM AN INSTITUTION 
SERMON. 


2 CORINTHIANS Iv. 5, 6. 


For we preach not ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus the Lord ; and ourselves 
your servants for Jesus’ sake. For 
God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ. 


In this passage of Holy Writ, 
the Apostle manifestly declares the 
divine commission, by which he 
and the other Apostles of our Lord 
acted, in preaching the Gospel to 
the world. He assures us that they 
went forth, not in their own names, 
nor by the authority of men; but 
in the name of the ever blessed 
God, who created heaven and 
earth ; who commanded and the 
light shone ; and who had sent his 
only begotten Son to enlighten the 
world, sunk by sin into spiritual 
darkness and ignorance of truth.— 
In the person of this his Son they 
had received light, and divine illu- 
mination, and by him they had been 
commissioned to make it known to 
all the world—This commission 
they received when he said to 
them, Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature ; 
and it was sealed to them when the 
Holy Ghost shone iato their hearts, 
at the feast of Pentecost, and quali- 
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fied them for the work. But 
lest he should be thought to glory 
in this divine betrustment: he 
adds, in the following verse, that 
they had this precious treasure, 
this glorious light in earthen ves- 
sels. That is they were no more 
than men, liable to error without 
the continued aid of the Holy Spi- 
rit ; they were frail and perishable, 
and finally must be broken in pie- 
ces by death as other mortals are, 
and leave this sacred deposite to 
be preserved by others, and trans- 
mitted to future ages. 

I. Such being the obvious import 
of the words, it will be pertinent 
to the text, and the present occa- 
sion, to remark upon the ministe- 
tial office and duty in the Church 
of God. 

Il. And since every office im- 
plies a reciprocal duty on the part 
of those towards whom it is ad- 
ministered, we shall proceed in the 
second place to infer, and enlarge 
upon the duties of the people to- 
wards the Christian ministry. 

When we consider the nature of 
the Christian institution of Reli- 
gion, reason and common sense 
point out the necessity of a stand- 
ing order of men to minister in ho- 
ly things. If the whole of practi- 
cal religion consisted in the belief 
of certain facts, or assent to cer- 
tain abstract truths which being 
once revealed and made certain, it 
might possibly dispense with a 
standing ministry. But who, that 
knows any thing of the Gospel, will 
venture to say that such is the case 
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with our religion. God, from 
whom it came, and who knows 
what is in man, knew well that 
such a religion would have little or 
no influence over the heart of man, 
corrupted as it is, and chained to 
sensible objects, by the desires in- 
cident to our situation in this tem- 
ral abode. God knew we must 
ave line upon line, and precept up- 
on precept, or it is vain to expect 
a practice answerable to our call- 
ing. The Lord of light and life 
therefore, when he shined into the 
hearts of his Apostles, and other 
divinely inspired men, we might 
conclade would not merely com- 
mission them to publish the truth, 
and then leave it, after miracles 
should have ceased, to maintain its 
hold, by human agency only, on the 
hearts and in the minds of men.— 
And what we ought, from the re- 
ports of reason to expect, he has 
done ; for when he gave them the 
commission to preach the gospel 
to ail the world he said, Lo, Iam 
with you always to the end of the 
world. With them personally he 
could not mean, for they were not 
to continue in the world—With 
their office he must mean—And 
hence we are obliged to infer that 
their office is to continue to the 
end of the world, or in other 
words, that he has established a 
visible Church, with visible er hu- 
man governors, visible ordinances 
and rites, which require the snstru- 
mentality of men to be administer- 
ed ; and therefore a particular or- 
der set apart for the purpose. The 
reason of all this has been already 
hinted, that it is best adapted to 
the nature of man, consisting as he 
does of soul an‘i body. If howev- 
er we could see no reason, God’s 
will should be enongh, and that 
guch was and is his, will we may 
fer, irom numerous other passa- 
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ges besides the one whick has been 
cited, so numerous and so well re- 
collected that they need not be 
mentioned to a congregation of pro- 
fessing Christians. 

A visible Church then Christ 
did establish on earth, to continue 
to the end of the world, and ap- 
pointed its officers and ordinances-~ 
And all these officers, when duly 
admitted according to bis appoint- 
ment, may say with the Apostle, 
that God who caused the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
their hearts, to give them a knowl- 
edge of his glory in the person of 
Jesus Christ, For if they bave not 
the immediate spirit of inspiration 
and the power of working mira- 
cles, yet they have the written 
word, and the sure promise of 
Christ that he will be with them 
and their office, And to these who 
take due heed to preach, not them- 
selves, but the Lord Jesus, remem- 
bering always that the excellency of 
the power is of God, and not of 
themselves, we cannot doubi but 
the Holy Spirit is present, ana con- 
firms their ministry, to the salva- 
tion of many souls. 

1. From this general view of the 
nature of the visible Church, and 
the necessity of the ministerial of- 
fice, we may deduce the duties in- 
cumbent on him who is admitted 
to that sacred character. In the 
first place he is to govern the 
Church of God committed to his 
care—-To administer wholesome 
discipline, to see that it be not con- 
taminated by impure members, that 
such, if any, have crept in, be cut 
off, unless they repent and amend— 
For this purpose he is always to 
bear in mind that he is an officer 
in the Church, that he is clothed 
with authority from the Head of 
the Church; that he is the Am- 
bassador of Christ ; that it becomes 
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him to maiotain the dignity of his 
character, and defend the henour 
of the great Sovereign by whom he 
is commissioned. The form of 
human polity may change, for they 
proceed from changeable beings ; 
but God changes not, therefore 
neither do his appointments ; and 
hence those who are ordained to 
govern his Church are to use their 
authority for preserving it entire, 
and unaltered by the varying hu- 
mours and wayward fancies of 
men. 

2. Inthe next place the minister 
of Jesus Christ is to dispense the 
eacred ordinances of the Church ; 
the visible signs and seals of the 
covenant of grace—This is what 
more than all other considerations, 
renders the sacred office necessa- 
ry. These are to be dispensed in 
the name an by the authority of 
God, and how can this be done 
without an appointment to that 
end? An empty ceremony could 
be performed. But we may be as- 
sured that God intended something 
more in the ordinances of the 
Church. They would not have 
been appointed, had he not intend- 
ed by their instrumentality, to com- 
municate the spiritual blessings of 
the covenant. On any other sup- 
position they would become mere 
pageantry, unworthy of a God of 
wisdom to ordain. And being or- 
dained for such important ends, it 
is clear, they who administer them 
must have an appointment so to do, 
or they could not act in the name of 
God—It would be bold assumption, 
and an impious contemning of the 
divine authority. It would be such 
an act, as is deemed by all human 
sovereigns, a crime of the deepest 
die. Authority then to act in the 
name of God, every Christian mi- 
nister must have ; and being cloth- 
ed with it, it becomes the most im- 


portant part of his duty to stand and 
minister daily in things pertaining 
to Ged ; to admit into the Church 
by the waters of baptism, and to 
feed with the bread of life those 
who are in; that they may grow 
up unto the stature of perfect men 
in Christ, looking always for the 
grace of God to accompany and 
bless his administrations, to the fur- 
therance of eternal glory among all 
who worthily receive their portion 
at his hands ; and knowing that the 
excellency of the poweris of God, 
and not of himself. 

For want of time to enlarge upon 
every point, | shall pass over seve- 
ral important duties, such as con- 
ducting the prayers of the Church, 
and blessing the people in God’s 
name, and go on, 

3. ‘To a third article of public 
duty, and that shall be preaching 
and expounding God’s word—T his 
he is to do without fear of men, 
without favour or affection for the 
greatest sons of men, knowing that 
he has received 2 commandment 
from a greater Master. He is to 
have a single regard to truth, and 
sanctity of manners. The vain 
fancies of corrupt men, and the 
prevailing humours of the age in 
which he lives, are to have no in- 
fluence over his doctrine—He is 
to stand in the way and inquire for 
the ancient land-marks, and thus 
declare the whole counsel of God 
sincerely and truly. By these 
means he is to drive away all er- 
roneous and strange doctrines—To 
inform and enlighten the ignorant, 
and them who are out of the — 
To rebuke gainsayers, and confute 
such as oppose themselves to God’s 
truth—To instruct the young, and 
train them up in the way of the 
Lord. In these labours he is to be 
instant in season and out of season, 
in all humility and patience.— 
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These things he is to do, not for 
his own sake, but for the good of 
souls committed to his care—Not 
for gain of filthy lucre, but be- 
cause the Lord so requires; for 
he is to preach not himself, but the 
Lord Jesus Christ,and him cruci- 
fied. This he is to do not in vain 
ostentation and parade of man’s 
wisdom, but he is to remember 
that he has this treasure in earthen 
vessels, and that the power is of 
God ; that Paul may plant, and 
Apollos water, but God giveth the 
ancrease. He alone who thus right- 
ly divides the word of God, not 
handling it deceitfully, but sincere- 
ly, may hope to see any good fruit 
of his labour, in the piety, and 
godly conversation of those to 
whom he ministers—He alone may 
hope truly to win souls unto Christ, 
and guide them in the way to eter- 
nal salvation—But who is sufficient 
for these things? Surely not one 
without the abundant aid of God’s 
grace. Frequent, ardent, and in 
earnest then should be the addres- 
ses of the minister of the gospel, 
to the throne of grace for support 
in his arduous duties. To the 
written word of God should he as 
frequently apply for direction ; 
since this is now the light that shin- 
eth into his heart, to teach him the 
knowledge of the glory of God, it 
being the spirit of inspiration, com- 


ing from the same God, who caused | 


the light to shine out of darkness 
in the beginning of creation. The 
word of God should be his study, 
an the attributes of God the theme 
of his meditations by night and by 
day. They should become his 
pleasure, bis meat and his drink, 
if he would become a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed. 

4. Such as the foregoing are the 
public duties of a minister of the 
gospel—There are others, per- 
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haps not less important, of a more 
private nature. In visiting his 
flock from house to house, instruact- 
ing, admonishing, and guiding the 
ignorant in the way everlasting, in 
catechising children and youth, in 
comforting the afflicted by laying 
before them the mercy of God, in 
unfolding the glorious hopes of fu- 
turity, and pointing the minds of 
the sick and the dying to the man- 
sions of eternal rest; in all this 
the faithful clergyman finds much 
employment, and does as much 
good, often perhaps more than by 
his public administration. The 
faithful shepherd goeth after the 
flock which is inclined to stray— 
He administers medicine to those 
that are diseased ; he takes care 
of such as are feeble ; and gently 
carries in his arms the tender 
lambs ; and the same should be the 
care of him whois the shepherd of 
Christ’s flock. 

5. Lastly, though scarcely need 
I say, the most important of all, he 
is to be a wholesome example to 
the flock, in piety and godly since- 
ity, in meekness, lowliness,bumani- 
ty and charity. Being a professed 
follower and immediate servant of 
the humble Jesus, humility in an 
especial manner is essential to the 
character of a minister of the gos- 
pel—To be otherwise than hum- 
ble, is little less than treason against 
his Lord and Master. If then he 
have occasion to rebuke, it must 
be done with meekness—If he 
have occasion to censure, it must 
be done with mildness and modera- 
tion—If he condemn, his sentence 
must be passed with compassion. 
And in all his conduct be must 
show himself the servant of a mer- 
ciful an¢ just God, who will have 
all men every where to repent and 
come to the knowledge of the tr uth. 
He must, as much as is consis tent 
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. With imperfect human nature, get 
above worldly considerations, and 
live and act by faith in the Son of 
God—If he expects to have his 
flock follow his doctrine, in purity 
and holiness, his life must not con- 
dradict his instructions ; but he 
must be cautious to appear void of 
offence toward God and man.— 
He must remember the world 
around him will say, thou that 
teachest another, dost thou not 
teach thyself ; and hence he will 
see and be ever governed by the 
caution of his divine Master, be- 
hold, I send you forth as sheep in the 
midst of wolves; be ye therefore 
wise as serpents and harmless as 
doves. He will see and feel the 
necessity of giving no needless of- 
fence in maintaining the truth 
against error, and right against 
wrong ; and the still stronger neces- 
sity of being holy, harmless, and 
undefiled in his life and conversa- 
tion. 

II. But enough has been said on 
this part of my subject, I therefore 
proceed to the second ; to infer 
from the office and duty of a minis- 
ter of Jesus Christ, what are the 
duties of the people to whom he 
ministers in holy things. 

1. And if as we have endeavoured 
to show, he is the Ambassador of 
Christ, appointed to govern in the 
name of God, and to transact on 
the part of God his affairs with 
men, they will reverence him as 
such, showing him all due honour 
in his place, according to his office. 
They will respect him not with 
that empty reverence which com- 
mon politeness dictates, that sha- 
dow of nothing, that mere outside 
of respect, which the bitterest ene- 
mies manifest, when thirsting for 
each other’s blood; but they will 
reverence him by submitting to his 
authority, and receiving the law 
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at his mouth in spiritual things.—~ 
They will look upon him as author- 
itatively administering the seals of 
the covenant, and therefore as 
holding under God the means of 
spiritaal life, which they are to 
receive at his hands, It is too 
much the fashion of the present 
day, to consider these things as of 
small import. If people have a 
mind to attend to the public ordi- 
nances of the Church, and receive 
the sacraments, it is well. If not, 
it is about as well. But if a trae 
account has been given of the ends 
of the visible Church and its or- 
dinances, as means of conveying to 
men the influences of the spirit of 
grace, we have not so learned 
Christ; and it hence becomes the 
indispensable duty of the people, 
to attend to all the public adminis- 
trations of the minister of-Christ ; 
and thereby strengthen his hands, 
and encourage his heart to perform 
the work of the Lord, to build the 
walls of Zion, to lay deep her 
foundations, and fortify her gates 
against the assaults of the enemy. 
2. In the next place, since the 
minister of Christ is obliged by the 
nature of his office to be continual- 
ly employed in administering to the 
spiritual wants of his flock, it be- 
comes their duty to administer to 
his temporal needs. His mind 
should not be distracted with 
worldly cares, that he may be at 
liberty to pursue his studies, and 
be ready at all times to bring forth 
out of his treasure things new and 
old, for the edification of his flock, 
that they may be built up in knowl- 
edge and in the fear of God. They 
should remember what our Lord 
says, in another case, that no man 
can serve two Masters; and that if 
they would have him dedicate him- 
self, as he engages to do when he 
receives the office, to the serviee 
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of Christ in spiritual things, it be- 
comes them to ease him of the care 
of temporal things. Every faithful 
clergymen resolves inviolably to 
maintain his engagements, and such 
an one every people should wish, 
and indeed do desire to have. Let 
them not then put him in a strait 
betwixt two ; let them not compel 
him, through lack of temporal 
means, to desert what he knows 
and feels to be his duty towards 
them. Hence should they atten- 
tively administer to his wants free- 
ly, and liberally aid and assist him 
in bis temporal concerns, and by 
every method in their power take 
from him the cares of this life, that 
he in his turn may be at liberty to 
attend to their spiritual affairs.— 
And here I can but add that no peo- 
ple who have a due sense of the 
ministerial office, as an appoint- 
ment of God, and one of the means 
of eternal salvation, will fail in this 
part of their duty. 

3. But in the third and last place, 
the people should remember that 
the minister of Christ has this 
treasure in earthen vessel; that he 
is but a man of like passions with 
themselves, and therefore must 
have his defects and failings ; and 
that it is their duty to bear with 
these, to look at them, not with the 
scrutinizing eye of malicious cen- 
sure, but with the palliations sug- 
gested by charity, and a due regard 
to the good of the Church—Has he 
been overtaken in a trivial fault, 
bury it in silenee—Has he been 
wanting in duty, handle not his cha- 
racter with rude censure, and 
harsh severity ; but remember that 
it is an earthen vessel, easily bro- 
ken, and when once broken can 
never bemended. If he have not 


all that brilliancy and show in his 
public administrations which is cal- 
culated to cateh the eye, and tickle 
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the fancy, under the name of good 
preaching ; yet remember he has all 
the essentials of the office, and the 
sacraments are as efficacious from 
his hands as from any other; that 
the truth of God is as powerful to 
make men wise unto salvation, nay 
much more so, in a plain dress, than 
when ornamented according to the 
fastidious taste of those who have 
itchingears. Let these considera- 
tions be well settled in the minds of 
both minister and people, and these 
duties be conscientiously discharg- 
ed on both sides, and the Church 
of Christ will be built up in love ; 
the honour of Almighty God pro- 
moted, and many souls prepared 
for eternal glory. 
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ADDRESS 


Delivered by the Right Rev. Brsuor 
BRowNELL, at the Annual Cou- 
vention of the Diocese of Connec- 
ticut, holden at Trinity Church, 
Newtown, on the 6th day of June, 
1826. 


My Brethren of the Clergy and 
of the Laity :— 


Tat kind providence of God, 
having preserved and protected us, 
we have been once more permitted 
to meet together in Annual Conven- 
tion. We have united in our sup- 
plications at the throne of grace, 
we have professed our common 
discipleship and our brotherly af- 
fection at the table of our Lord, 
and we are now proceeding to de- 
liberate for the welfare of that por- 
tion of the church which has been 
committed to our .more especial 
care. May the divine blessing rest 
upen ae, and prosper our labours. 











May the Holy Spirit direct our 
minds and rule our hearts. May 
its salutary influences preserve us 
from all error, ignorance, pride, 
and prejudice, and so unite us to- 
gether in unity of spirit and in the 
bond of peace, that with one heart 
we may seek the prosperity of our 
holy apostolic church, and set forth 
that faith once delivered to the 
suints. 

Brethren, in laying before you a 
statement of the affairs of the Dio- 
cese since the last meeting of the 
Convention, I have no events of 
special moment to communicate. 
My visitations through the parishes 
of the Diocese have been more ex- 
tensive than in any former year. 
If | have witnessed but few cir- 
cumstances peculiarly propitious to 
the interests of the church, I have 
mothing to record of an adverse 
nature. In general, 1 have found 
the clergy faithful to their duties : 
labouring with a steady but unos- 
tentatious zeal in their respective 
spheres ; submitting to many priva- 
tions ; surmounting many discour- 
agements ; and carefully leading 
their flocks in those ‘old paths”’ 
consecrated by the footsteps of the 
primitive saints. In this course of 
duty and of usefulness we heartily 
bid them ‘Ged speed,’’ and ear- 
nestly pray that the divine Spirit 
may quicken their zeal, and pros- 
per and reward their labours. 

In the course of my visitations, I 
have officiated in several parishes 
where no duties peculiarly of an 
Episcopal nature were required to 
be performed. The holy rite of 
Confirmation has been administered 
in the following parishes, viz :—in 
Middle-Haddam, to 5 persons— 
Norwich, 5—Pauquetanuck, 9—~ 
New-London, 2—Saybrook, (Es- 
sex,) 10—North-Killingworth, 10 
-—East-Haddam, |2—-New-Haven, 
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14—East-Haven, 3—West-Haven, 
4—Derby, 19—Oxford, 9—New- 
town,54—North-Haven,8--Nortb- 
ford, 5—Woodbrdge, 8—Simsbu- 
ry, 16—Granby, 19—Watertown, 
33—Roxbury, 5—Woodbury, 11 
—Meriden, 23—Fairfield, 10— 
Trumbull, 8—Monroe, 15—Haum- 
phreysville, 19—Stratford, 6— 
Bridgport, 6—Norwalk , 27—Stam- 
ford, 6—New-Canaan, 5—Wiltoa, 
10—Ridgefield, 6—Danbury, 8— 
Brookfield, 19—Newtown, 3. Ia 
all to 436 persons. 

The following ordinations have 
been held since the last Convention, 
viz.—On the 27th of June, in St. 
James’ Church at Pauquetanuck, f 
admitted the Rev. Ashbel Steele to 
the Holy Order of Priests, and on 
the 20th of November, in St. An- 
drews’ Church, Meriden, | admit- 
ted the Rev. Edward J. Ives to the 
same grade in the Ministry. Mr. 
Joseph T. Clark, and Mr. John W. 
Cloud have been admitted to the 
Holy Order of Deacons ; the former 
in St. James’ Church, Derby, on 
the 7th day of September ; and the 
latter in Christ Church, Hartford, 
on the 4th day of January. On 
Weduesday the 17th day of May, 
being one of the regular days ap- 
pointed for ordinations, 1 admitted 
the Rev. William Shelton to the 
Holy Order of Priests, in Trinity 
Church, Fairfield ; and this day, in 
your presence, I have admitted 
Mr. Eleazer M. P. Wells, and Mr. 
Thomas W. Coit, to the Holy Or- 
der of Deacons. 

These youthful labourers, whe 


are thus sent forth to the harvest, © 
have been duly called, we trust, 


and sent forth by the ** Lord of the 
harvest.’’ Let us all devoutly pray 
that they may be found faithfal, in 
the great day of account, that the 
work of the Lord may prosper in 
their hands, and that they may be 
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honoured instruments in extending 
and building up the Redeemer’s 
Kingdom. 

The following persons are now 
candidates for Holy Orders in this 
Diocese, viz. George Shelton, Wil- 
liam Peet, William H. Lewis, and 
Harry Finch, (who are pursuing 
their studies at the General Theo- 
logical Seminary of our Church,) 
and Norman Pinney, Nathan Kings- 
bury, George C. Shepard, and Wil- 
liam H. Judd. 

In adverting to the changes which 
have taken place in the Diocese, 
since the last meeting of the Con- 
vention, we have reason to be grate- 
ful tothe Great Head of the Church, 
that he still continues to smile upon 
this portion of his beritage, and that 
none of the Clergy have been re- 
moved by death. 

The parish of Stamford has been 
endowed by a munificent bequest 
of the late Moses Rogers, Esq. 
amounting to abont 500 dollars a 
year, for a period of 21 years. One 
half of this sum is to be paid annu- 
ally to the Rector; and the other 
moiety, with the interest on the 
annual instalments till the 21 years 
are expired, is judiciously appro- 
priated to the creation of a perma- 
nent fund. In visiting the several 
parishes of the Diocese, I often 
hear it remarked, as a subject of 
regret, that so many of their most 
enterprising and useful members 
emigrate to other States. But it is 
a gratifying reflection that wherever 
they go, they are always found 
among the foremost in builcing up 
& supporting our apostolic Church; 
and that their affections still cling 
to the land of their nativity, and 
the Church of their fathers. The 
names of our Rogers’s and our 
Warrens, will long be cherished in 
remembrance. ‘Their praise is in 
the Churches. But no one has 
erected a more lasting memorial to 
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his name than the distinguished be- 
nefactor of the Church of Stam- 
ford. 

The parish of Roxbury is in a 
very depressed state, owing chiefly 
tothe embarrassment of debts. The 
Rey. Mr. Gilbert has relinquished 
his charge of this parish, and has 
accepted that of Oxford. If we 
look to other decayed parishes in 
our Diocese, we shall find that their 
decline may generally be ascribed 
to the neglect of their pecuniary 
affairs, and the accumulation of 
debts. Nothing is more sure to 
prove fatal to the prosperity of a 
parish ; and it is an aggravation of 
the evil if the debts are due to their 
Clergyman, or if they are to be 
extinguished while their -house of 
worship is closed. I cannot, there- 
fore, too strongly urge upon all the 
parishes of this Diocese, the ne- 
cessity of a full settlement of their 
accounts, at least once a year, and 
a prompt payment of all demands 
against them. 

The Rev. William Shelton has 
exhibited to me letters dimissory 
from the Diocese of New-York, 
and has been called to the charge 
of the parish of Fairfield. Few 
circumstances of my life have af- 
fected me with a stronger interest 
than his recent ordination in the 
Church of this parish, and at the al- 
tar beneath which the bones of his 
late venerable father rest in peace. 
He now cultivates the field where 
the same pious father so often bore 
the heat and burthen of the day, 
and where for more than forty 
years, he faithfully laboured in the 
service of his divine Master. 

The Rev. Edward Rutledge, who 
has been for some time established 
in the parish of Stratford, has re- 
cently presented to me his letters, 
dimissory from the Diocese of 
South-Carolina. 

The Rey. Joseph T. Clark, whe 














was admitted to Holy Orders in 
September last, was immediately’ 
settled in the parish of Wood- 
bridge, which appears to prosper 
under his ministrations. 


The Rev. John W. Cloud, or-. 


dained in January last, has removed 
to the State of Mississippi. The 
Rey. Ezra B. Kellogg, with letters 
dimissory from the Diocese of Ohio, 
has officiated since November last 
in the parish of New Preston and 
its vicinity, as assistant to the Rev. 
Mr. Andrews. ‘The Rev. William 
T. Potter, a graduate of the Ge- 
neral Theological Seminary, and 
last from the Eastern Diocese, hav- 
ing exhibited to me letters dimis- 
sory from that Diocese, has taken 
charge of the parish of Hamden, 
and acts as occasional assistant to the 
Rev. Mr. Croswell of New- Haven. 
The Rev. Orson V. Howell, from 
the Diocese of New-York, is offi- 
ciating as a Professor in ‘ the 
Literary, Scientific, and Military 
Academy,”’ at Middletown, and has 
also the charge of the parish in 
Middle-Haddam. 

The Rev. Isaac Jones has resign- 
ed his office as assistant minister of 
the Church in Litchfield, where ke 
has been faithfully employed for 
the last fifteen years, and that situ- 
ation is now vacant. 

Brethren :—having thus stated 
to you the official acts which I 
have performed since the last 
meeting of Convention. and ad- 
verted to the principal changes 
which have taken place in the Dio- 
cese, the occasion on which we 
have met seems to require that we 
turn our attention to a consideration 
of the best means of promoting the 
welfare of that portion of the 
Church which Providence has 
committed to our care. 

Among the institutions conducive 
to the prosperity of our Church, J 
VOL, V.—-NO. 8. 
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regard the establishment of Sunday 
Schools with peculiar satisfaction. 
These are now organized in nearly 
all the parishes of the Diocese.— 
The Clergy could not direct their 
zeal to a more useful object. And 
the young people in the several 
parishes, who so kindly lend their 
assistance in the business of instruc- 
tion, may be assured that their ser- 
vices are duly appreciated, and that 
their labours are not in vain in the 
Lord. The benefits they confer on 
others, will be repaid to their own 
bosoms in reflected blessings ; for 
the instructions which they impart 
to the youth committed to their 
care, can hardly fail to make them 
wiser and better themselves. I look 
to these young instructors, and to 
their more youthful pupils with in- 
describable interest, as the future 
supporters of the Church. They 
are in the best possible way to im- 
bibe her doctrines, to acquire an 
attachment to her worship, and to 
catch the true spirit of her devo- 
tions. 

The objects contemplated by 
‘‘the Society for the Promotion of 
Christian Knowledge,” have alsoa 
strong claim to our attention, as em- 
bracing the most efficient means of 
promoting the welfare of our 
Church. This institution has al- 
ready rendered important services, 
by the dissemination of Bibles, 
Prayer-Books, and Tracts, and in 
the promotion of missionary efforts, 
Within the last three years its lim- 
ited resources have been applied 
almost exclusively to the latter ob- 
ject. Itis deeply to be regretted 
that the Society should not be fur- 
nished with more ample means of 
doing good, when the opportunities 
are so abundant, and when the calls 
for their assistance are 0 numerous 
and pressing. I earnestly hope that 
some measures may be taken by 
18 
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this Convention, for increasing the 

resources of this Society. The 
friends of the Church require to be 
aroused to a sense of the importance 
of the objects which it embraces, 
and of the great good which may be 
effected through its instrumentality. 
The recommendation of these ob- 
jects from the pulpit, when the an- 
nual collections are made, the ex- 
tension of tbe collections to all the 
parishes in the Diocese,and the for- 
mation of Auxiliary Societies, are 
among the best measures which | 
can suggest for promoting and ex- 
tending the usefulness of the So- 
ciety. 

The Rev. Stephen Beach, and 
the Rev. Ashbel Steele, have been 
continued as Missionaries during 
the past year. The former has 
confined his services chiefly to the 

arish of Salisbury, which has now 
come so well established that it 
is trusted little further assistance 
will be required there. The Rev. 
Mr. Steele has been emploved in 
the eastern part of the Diocese, in 
sustaining the parishes of Pauque- 
tanuck and Brooklyn, and in off- 
ciating among scattered families of 
Episcopalians in that vicinity. The 
reports of both these missionaries 
will be laid before you. The Rev. 
George B. Andrews was also ap- 
pointed to perform missionary la- 
bours in his vicinity, during such 
portion of his time as he might be 
able to withdraw trom his regular 
parishes, but no appropriation has 
yet been gnade.to compensate him 
for his services. 

There are now several weak pa- 
rishes that urgently require assist- 
ance. It is also very desirable to 


continue the mission in the eastern 
part of the State, and to support 
another in the county of Litchfield. 
I cannot but hope that the resour- 
‘ces of the Society, for the coming 
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year, will be more commensurate 
with its wants than they have been 
during the year past. 

Among the general objects of our 
Church, there is none more calcu- 
lated to promote her prosperity, or 
in which we have a greater inte- 
rest, than the Theological Semina- 
ry established in the Diocese of 
New-York. The chief obstacle to 
its more extensive usefulness, is the 
want of adequate funds. Itis high- 
ly important that its Trustees 
should be enabled so to diminish 
the expense of education in it, as 
to render it accessible to all our 
students of Theology. 1 do trust 
that renewed exertions, for its more 
complete endowment, will be made 
in this Diocese, at no distant pe- 
riod ; or, at least that provision 
will be made for enabling our own 
Candidates for Holy Orders to avail 
themselves of the distinguished ad- 
vantages which it afferds. 

The General Missionary Society 
of our Church is another object of 
great consequence to her interests 
and advancement ; and I hope its 
claims upon us for support will al- 
ways be met with a liberality pro- 
portioned to our ability, and to the 
importance of the objects for which 
it was instituted. I well know that 
the Church in this Diocese is far 
from being rich, yet by a judicious 
charity much good may be done 
withcut impoverishing her mem- 
bers. The wants of our own Dio- 
cese, are of course best known to 
us, and prefer the first claim upon 
our liberality. This sentiment is 
doubtless felt in every Doicese, 
but it should not absorb every 
other consideration. Though com- 
posed of separate Dioceses, we are 
one Church, and have a common in- 
terest. I cannot but hope that we 
may yet see a more united and vi- 
goroug effort put forth, for the ad- 
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vancement of sacred learning and 
the encouragement of evangelical 
piety, in the liberal support of 
** The General Theological Semi- 
nary,”’ as well as a more general 
zeal evinced, for disseminating the 
religion of the Gospel, with its di- 
vinely coustituted Ministry through 
the instrumentality of *‘ the Domes- 
tic and Foreign Missionary Society” 
of ourChurch. - 

Brethren, I will not detain you 
longer from the special business of 
the Convention. Let us proceed to 
it with a due sense of our responsi- 
bility to our divine Master, and may 
He graciously inspire our counsels 
with wisdom, and direct all our 
deliberations to the promotion of 
His own glory, and the welfare of 
His Church. 

THOMAS C. BROWNELL. 

Newtown, June 7th, 1826. 
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BISHOP RAVENSCROFT’S 
CHARGE, 


Delivered to the Tenth Annual Con- 
vention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the Diocese of 
North Carolina, May 22, 1826. 


My Brethren of the Clergy and Laity, 


The important interests to which 
your attention has been directed 
dP the session of this Conven- 
tion, are calculated to engage the 
most earnest endeavours, that the 
counsels agreed upon for the ad- 
vancement of the Church, and the 
kingdom of the Redeemer, should 
be successful. But to this end, it 
is not only necessary that the meas- 
ures directed by this body should 
be correct in principle, and re- 
quired by the interests of the 
Church, but practically attainable, 
also, by the reasonable ability of 
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the members. That such is the 
character of the resolutions you 
have now come to, must be evident 
to all who consider the magnitude of 
the objects to be attained, with the 
means which are at the reasonable 
disposal of the representatives of 
the Church. 

Past experience, however, teach- 
es us, that neither the necessity or 
the advantage of a particular meas- 
ure, nor yet the ablity to carry it 
into effect, are in themselves sufh- 
cient to insure general co-opera- 
tion. The Convention of the 
Church, though the proper repre- 
sentative of the particular congre- 
gations comprising it, and in fact a 
legislative body, yet as it is clothed 
with no coercive power, is liable 
to find its best devised and best in- 
tended measures, paralyzed, if not 
altogether defeated, by the negli- 
gence or indifference of its consti- 
tuents. 

That this every way indefensible, 
and if much longer continued, most 
ruinous state of insubordination to 
the fundamental principle of all re- 
gularly associated bodies, 1s, in our 
particular case, my brethren, the 
consequence of inconsideration in 
some, and want of proper informa- 
tion in others [ am well persuaded. 
And am, therefore, induced to give 
my annual charge to the diocese’ 
such a direction as may tend to ob- 
viate this evil, by laying before the 
members of the Church such a 
plain, yet concise view of the popu- 
lar nature of our frame of ecclesi- 
astical government, as shall tend to 
engage and secure the ready con- 
currence and co-operation of all 
our members in favour of the meas- 
ures agreed upon, either for par- 
ticular or general good, by the re- 
gularly elected representatives of 
the particular congregations, and of 
the diocese at large. 
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The first delegation of power and 
authority, by the members indivi- 
dually, is that committed to the ves- 
tries of each particular congrega- 
tion. These are bodies of men, 
varying in number according to the 
constitution of particular dioceses, 
but most commonly limited to 12, 
annually chosen by a majority of the 
votes of each particular congrega- 
tion, and form, as it were, the le- 
gislative council of the parish or 
congregation by which they are 
elected. To the vestries it apper- 
tains to direct and transact the se- 
cular concerns of the congregation ; 
to assess and collect the pecuniary 
contributions required of the mem- 
bers ; to appoint the delegates to 
the diocesan conventions ; to elect 
the church-wardens out of their 
own body ; and to act as counsel- 
lors and assessors with their cler- 
gymen, if required, in cases of dis- 
cipline, and other matters of com- 
mon concern. They are also re- 
quired to keep a regular record of 
the members of the congregation, 
of the marriages, baptisms, and bu- 
rials, in the parish or congregation, 
and to enter a statement of their 
proceedings at every meeting. 

To the ehurch-wardens it more 
especially belongs, to take care of 
the church buildings ; of the com- 
munition plate, books,and ves ments; 
to provide the elements for the ho- 
ly communion, at the common ex- 
pense ; to maintain order and de- 
corum during public worship ; and 
to regulate the necessary provision 
for the poor of the parish. It is 
their duty, also, in the absence, or 
at the desire of the minister, to pre- 
side according to the seniority of 
appointment, at all meetings of the 
vestry ; to direct the entries to be 
made by the secretary according to 
the determination of the majority, 
to sign the proceedings of each 
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meeting, and to certify all extracts 
from the records, particularly all 
certificates of delegation to the di- 
ocesan conveutions. 

From this brief view of the ap- 
pointment and purpose of vestries, 
it must be evident, I think, that 
provision is made for the adminis- 
tration of parochial affairs upon the 
most popular model compatible 
with order and effect. The vestry- 
men being themselves members of 
the congregation, must be intimate- 
ly acquainted with the condition 
and circumstances of their consti- 
tuents; and as they must them- 
selves be affected, in a proportion- 
able degree, by the resolves of the 
vestry, every security is obtained 
that nothing like oppression or in- 
justice towards the rest of the mem- 
bers will be attempted. But even 
if such a case should occur, the 
congregation retains the remedy in 
their own hands, in the annual elec- 
tions. 

The next delegation of power 
and authority from the members of 
the Church, is that which is exer- 
cised, mediately, through the ves- 
tries, in the appointment of lay de- 
legates to the dtocesan conventions. 

These bodies are to the dioceses 
at large, what the particular ves- 
tries are to the several congrega- 
tions composing them. The only 
difference between them being 
which arises from the charge 
management of general and parti- 
cular interests, and the consequent- 
ly superior importance of their de- 
terminations. 

To the diocesan conventions,and 
of course to this body, as such, it 
appertains to consult and provide 
for the general interests of the dio- 
cese ; to enact, amend, or repeal 
canons, or laws ecclesiastical, for 
the regulation of the members at 
large ; to elect the bishop; to ap- 


























point the standing committee, or 
council of advice for the bishop ; to 
choose the clerical and lay delegates 
to represent the diocese in the tri- 
ennial convention of the general 
charch in these United States ; and 
to assess and regulate the pecunia- 
ry contributions which are required 
for the general interests. And as 
the particular vestries are the or- 
geos throngh which the enactments 
of the diocesan conventions are 
car:ied inte effect, so are the dio- 
cesan conventions also the organs 
whereby the general convention 
fulfils its still higher and more com- 
prehensive duties. Through these, 
as links in the chain, the frame of 
our ecclesiastical government is 
compacted together by joints and 
bands which are essentially popu- 
lar. It is based upon the will of 
the majority of the members per- 
sonally exercised, in the immediate 
election of the vestries, and it re- 
turns to them again in the annual 
control which they retain over those 
elections ; and that they may act with 
judgment on their affairs, provision 
is made for their full information, 
by the public manner in which the 
conventions hold their sessions, and 
by the general dissemination of the 
annual journal of their proceedings. 

With a frame of ecclesiastical 
government as directly assimilated 
toumne equally congenial with the 
civfinstitutions of our country, as 
that of any other known religious 
denomination in it, Episcopalians 
may surely be permitted to express 
their sorrow, that so persevering an 
effort should have been made to 
impress upou the public mind the 
false and unfounded persuasion,that 
the principles of their government, 
and the tenets of their religious be- 
lief, are alike hostile to the free and 
happy institutions of this favoured 
land ; and to indulge the hope, that 
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both those who circulate, and those 
who receive, so injurious and un- 
charitable a misrepresentation, will 
at least take the pains to be more 
truly informed. As, however, this 
remainder of a most unhappy pre- 
judice has been widely spread and 
long entertained, I feel it due to the 
interests committed to me, to show 
farther, that in the administration of 
the frame of government adopted 
by the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in these United States, nothing con- 
trary to the will of the individual 
members of the Church, expressed 
by a majority of their representa- 
tives, can be forced upon them. 
Every bishop is elected by the 
votes of the clergy and laity of the 
diocese assembled in convention $ 
every pastor of a particular parish 
or congregation, is called to the 
charge by the vestry of the parish ; 
and the vestry being elected by the 
members themselves, every pre- 
caution is taken, that as the whole 
is instituted for the common bene- 
fit, common consent shall be the 
basis from which all necessary pow- 
er and authority to administer the 


system with advantage and effect, 


shall spring. Nothing despotic, no- 
thing unregulated by laws, passed 
by the representatives of the mem- 
bers of the Church, is admitted in 
the constitution of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. Even the bishop 
is only an executive officer, re- 
strained and directed by express 
canons in the exercise of the au- 
thority committed to him. The 
only absolute power possessed by 
him being that of a negative nature, 
and this confined to matters purely 
conscientious, such as a refusal to 
admit a candidate for ordination, al- 
though recommended by the exa- 
miners, as, in their judgment, qua- 
lified to receive orders, and cases 
of a like nature. A bishop can nei- 
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ther suspend, displace, or degrade 
a clergyman, otherwise than as the 
canons direct. Nor can a clergy- 
man exercise the discipline of the 
Church upon a communicant, ex- 
cept according to the rubrics and 
canons, and ultimately liable to the 
decision of the bishop, to whom, in 
every such case, an appeal lies. 

Every security being thus taken 
against the oppressive exercise of 
the authority confided to the differ- 
ent officers who are appointed to 
administer its affairs, and no autho- 
rity being conferred but what is 
absolutely necessary for the edifi- 
cation of the body, it should surely 
be a prevailing argument with 
Episcopalians, to respect and sup- 
port their ecclesiastical constitu- 
tion, by the observance of all the 
duties it imposes upon them. 

And first, they owe to their own 
interest, to the credit and welfare 
of the Church, and to the advance- 
ment of true religion, a conscien- 
tious performance of their right 
and duty in the election of the 
members of the vestry. On this 
every thing may be said to depend, 
because to the vestries all subse- 
quent measures for the year are 
referred. And not only is it a con- 
scientious duty, that every member 
of the Church should personally 
attend on the annual election day, 
but that he should vote also for 
those persons, who for their piety, 
their standing in public estimation, 
and other qualifications combined, 
give the best assurance of a faithful 
and profitable performance of the 
trust committed to them. In elect- 
ing these men, respect should be 
had, in the first place, to their 
standing as Christians ; a Christian 
body should surely be represented 
by Christians. In truth itis desir- 


able, that in every case the repre- 
sentatives of the Church should be 
But as this, un- 


communicants. 
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happily, is not in all cases possible, 
it is therefore not insisted upon, 
nor is any particular congregation, 
or the Church at large, debarred, 
by any regulation, from the servi- 
ces of those friendly laymen, whose 
orderly lives and respect for reli- 
gion encourage the happy hope 
that they are not far from the king- 
dom of God. 

Secondly, They owe it to con- 
science and to consistency, to obey 
the regulations, and carry into ef- 
fect the lawful resolutions and en- 
actments of their representatives. 
As the members of a particular 
Church are morally bound by the 
acts of their vestry ; so are all the 
congregations in a diocese, equally 
bound by the acts of their Conven- 
tion ; and all the Conventions of 
this country by the acts of the Ge- 
neral Convention of this Church. 
And the ground of this obligation is 
plain and obvious. As the individ- 
ual members are bound by every 
principle of right reason to perform 
the duties and fulfil the engage- 
ments, growing out of the lawful 
acts of their immediate represen- 
tatives; so are these also, in the 
same manner, equally bound by the 
lawful acts of their immediate re- 
presentatives, up to the highest 
judicatory known to the Church 

From this very brief but just 
statement of the popular pringaple 
upon which the frame of ouf’ec- 
clesiastical government is founded, 
the members of the Church in this 
diocese, I trust, will be induced to 
pay more attention to the election 
of their immediate representatives, 
and feel that the carelessness and 
indifference, too frequently mani< 
fested as to this duty, is, in fact, a 
surrender at once of private and 
public obligation, and a mark of 
great laxity of principle, both as 
churchmen and christians. 

As an additional and very pow- 
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‘erful reason to give to the whole of 
this subject the serious considera- 
tion its real importance demands, I 
would remark, that as the whole 
‘power possessed by the administra- 
tive bodies of the Church is of a 
moral nature, and dependent for 
its effect on the influence of this 
principle over the members, all 
unnecessary neglect of the person- 
al duties consequent on the right of 
election by them, of the relative 
duty of representatives, with all 
refusal to carry into effect the de- 
cisions of the vestries and conven- 
tions, is so far, very conclusive 
proof of the weakness of the moral 
principle, of indifference to the in- 
terests of religion, and of disregard 
for the only just and safe ground on 
which either civil or religious 
liberty can be maintained, viz. sub- 
mission to the will of the majority, 
constitutionally declared. 

Let. not, then, the Church of 
which we are happily members, 
have to take up the reproach of 
her great Founder and Head, as 
expressed by the prophet Isaiah, 
‘*] have nourished and brought up 
children, and they have rebelled 
against me.’ Our nursing mother 
appeals to us for support; let 
us not prove ourselves unnatural 
children by devouring the breasts 
which we have sucked, and refus- 
ing the support and defence which 
ouf spiritual parent requires in the 
day of her need. She has given 
allto her children; she has re- 
served nothing for herself, but the 
comfort and consolation which 
springs from unfeigned love and 
devoted attachment in them,ground- 
ed on the irrefragable testimony of 
heaven and earth, united in fayour 
of her divine origin and saving pur- 
pose, as held and maintained by 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
these United States. 
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Reflections on the importance 
Biblical Criticism. 


NO. II. 


Biblical Criticism may, under 
God, be made one of the most pow- 
erful instruments, with which I am 
acquainted, in composing the dif- 
ferences of the Christian world, 
and in establishing an orthodox faith, 
of universal prevalence. When it 
is remembered, that while all clas- 
ses of Christians, though they may 
consider one another, heaven-wide* 
from truth, unite in receiving the 
Bible, as acommon vehicle of faith 
and doctrine, it will readily be ac- 
knowledged, that a thorough inves- 
tigation of this volume will be al- 
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most the only human method of 


determining sectarian controversy. 
Upon this point, therefore, I shall 
not dwell, but proceed to show, 
how such investigation may esta- 
blish an orthodox creed, of univer- 
sal prevalence. 1 would not inti. 
mate, that a creed cf this character 
does not now exist, though perhaps 
no man, superficially acquainted 
with the endless misapprehensions 
of human judgment, dare place one 
hand on his Bible, and the other on 
a symbol of his faith, and declare 
their equal and entire perfection, 
and their equal fiability to error. { 
allude simply to a fact, which is 
deeply to he lamented, that among 
the multitudes, who subscribe 
themselves by the name of Israel, 
comparatively few are the staunch 
adherents of an orthodox creed. 
That such a creed may acquire 
universal prevalence, through the 
influence of Biblical Criticism, I 
think, can be easily demonstrated. 
‘**When,” says one, whose talents 


* German, bimmel-veit. 
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are superior to his cause, ‘‘ When 
God has spoken to men, he has spo- 
ken in the language of men, for he 
has spoken by men and for men.” 
If this be true, then the Bible may 
be subjected to the same canons of 
interpretation, which are common 
to all volumes and all languages. I 
speak of the canons of interpreta- 
tion ; for it is presumed, the pre- 
sent age is prepared to admit, that 
Interpretation is as really a science 
as Mathematics, and that notwith- 
standing it may now be in compara- 
tive infancy, the time is arriving 
when it will be as truly a subject of 
didactic communication. When 
this period shall come, learned men, 
as they would maintain their merit 
of the title, must acquiese in the 
result of the application of her- 
meneutical principles, to the Scrip- 
tures. Whatever this may be, they 
must accede to it, or find refuge 
only in infidelity, whose adherents 
are perpetually vacillating, and 
which is itself a Proteus. If it 
should here be asked, whether I 
mean to assert, that there is no sys- 
tem of faith founded upon rational 
principles of interpretation, J reply, 
by no means, but it must undoubt- 
edly be confessed, that these prin- 
ciples have not been presented in 
that distinct, technical, and scienti- 
fic form which will cause their in- 
fluence, over literary men who 
make no pretensions to piety. Far 
de it from me to impugn those ex- 
gellent compendiums of faith which 
hare and do still exist, because they 
have not been founded upon prin- 
siples of interpretation formally 
recognized. I believe them to be 
founded upon those very principles 
which, thus recognized, constitute 


the science of interpretation. This 
belief, the experience of others is 
perpetually tending to confirm, and 
it enables me to hear, with undis- 
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turbed composure, the canting of 
those who continually urge the ne- 
cessity of subjecting the Bible to 
the scrutiny of reasou. I do not 
fear the closest possible scrutiny of 
this much applauded faculty.— 
‘*Magna est veritas, et prevalebit.” 
To recur from this digression, my 
assertion, that Biblical Criticism 
will tend to the establishment of a 
prevalent orthodox faith, is not by- 
pothetical, It can be fully exem- 
plified, by a statement of its effects 
in Modern Germany. In that na- 
tion, which may be called a nation 
of Theologians, but where the vari- 
eties of faith are as numerous as 
the shades of human disposition, a 
fact has transpired, of the utmost 
importance to orthodox tenets, af- 
fording the most cheering evidence 
of their certainty. ‘The efforts 
made by Storr, Flatt, &c. have 
compelled the clerical literati of 
Germany to acknowledge, that the 
Bible, interpreted according to 
rules, the correctness of which 
they universally admitted, does 
teach those doctrines, which are 
for substance, denominated ortho- 
dox, Eichorn and others, of great 
celebrity, it is said, ridicule the 
supposition, that St. John did not 
believe the Supreme Divinity of 
Christ. Such of course, were 
constrained to believe this and 
other doctrines avowed with equal 
clearness, or deny the declarations 
of the bible to be of divine author- 
ity and obligation. They have 
chosen the latter of these alterna- 
tives, and that host of errorists 
which seem to be swarming in our 
own country, must I think, when 
vigorously pressed, follow their 
example. I need hardly say, that 
such a consummation were, * de- 
voutly tobe wished.””» When men 
openly reject the Inspiration of the 
Scriptures, and with Priestly and 
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Belsham, talk of the inconclusive- 
ness and irrelevancy of Apostolical 
declarations, when they assert that 
the arguments of Paul are deficient 
in point, in weight, and in proof, 
that he has no meaning, or that his 
meanidg js unintelligible, and that 
of subjects on which he treats pro- 
fessedly in the character of an 
Aposile, he probably knew no more 
than ourselves,* they are much 
less to bedreaded. It would seem 
that such sentiments must be, to 
the last degree, injurious. I can- 
not think so. When men are for- 
ced to resort to such bold and base- 
less declarations, their tenets will 
be their own cure. The good 
sense of the community will not 
rest satisfied, they will perceive 
that the sine gua non, the rou ¢rw, is 
wanting, and requiring it in vain, 
will consign such tenets and their 
authors, to merited contempt. I 
may be told, that Infidelity or Athe- 
ism, are worse than the opinions to 
which | have alluded, and still have 
been palatable to multitudes, and 
that therefore, my judgment of 
their reception may be hasty. Not- 
withstanding the apparent perti- 
nency of this objection, I cannot 
forego my avowed opinion. If I 
am mistaken, I have yet to learn, 
that the great body of an observing 
yeomanry, and of men whose com- 
mon sense is as much preferable 
to philosophy as it is thought infe- 
rior ; whose minds have not been 
unsettled by the clashings of be- 
wildering speculation ; whose con- 
sciences have not been stifled by 
an ungodly pride or literary ambi- 
tion. I say | have yet to learn, 
that such men can read their Bi- 
bles, call themselves Christians, 
and seek for life eternal honestly, 


* Quarterly Review, April 1824.— 
Belsham on Epistles. 
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and still believe that the Bible is 
no more obligatory on them than 
the precepts of Confucius, of Plato, 
or of Seneca. 

It will be well, if those to whom 
I referred, a few sentences above, 
do not forge some scheme which 
retains the name of Inspiration, 
while it rejects its nature, and if I 
might venture a prediction, it 
would be that such ere long will be 
the fact, and that the subject of in- 
spiration will become one of radi- 
cal and decisive controversy. It 
would not surprise me, if the sys- 
tem of accommodation originated 
by the celebrated Semler, soon be- 
came a favourite system, and the Bi- 
ble were made to avow sentiments, 
sufficient in number and in charac- 
ter, to suit the desires of all those 
restless innovators, who preach 
Catholic emancipation from the 


venerated doctrines of our Fa- 
thers. oC. a 


—>——— 
For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


On the plan of Redemption, as con- 
nected with the Christian Church. 


(Concluded from page 122.) 


The Almighty Jehovah has ever 
had a receptacle on earth for his 
promises. First, he covenanted 
with Adam—then with Noah—then 
with Abrabam ; but when Christ 
was commissioned and made a 
priest, observe, it was for ever, af- 
ter the order of Melchisedec.— 
The covenant made with the ehurch 
of Christ, was an everlasting cove- 
nant. Hence the unchanging, un- 
changeable and everlasting priest- 
hood of the Church—Henee the 
immutable, the unfailing promise, 
Lo! I am with you always; viz. 
these promises were not made to 
19 
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the priesthood of Aaron, nor any 
other changeable one, but to the 
unchangeable, everlasting priest- 
hood of Christ, established once 

for ever in his Church, against 

which the gates of hell can never 
revail. 

True, the Church has seen dark- 
ness, yea darkness that might have 
been felt, has fallen upon her, and 
deep affliction. Three hundred 
years she was in the wilderness, 
almost overwhelmed in corruption, 
delusion, and death. That man of 
sin who opposed and exalted him- 
self above all that is called God, 
has been revealed !—The gates of 
hell have terribly striven to prevail 
against the Church, against the im- 
mutable promises of Jehovah.— 
But, thank God, his promises are 
sure! Heavenand earth may pass 
away, but the word and promise of 
our God shall abide forever! In 
the dark age of popish corruption, 
these promises were the only salva- 
tion of the Church. Christ Jesus 
and his Church can never be left 
without a witness. Even here as 
in the days of the prophet Elijah, 
who thought himself alone of all 
the faithful—A royal remnant did 
exist—This happy chosen few 
made the mighty effort. 

They hoisted the flag of opposi- 
tion to the powers of iniquity and 
innovation which had well nigh de- 
solated the Church. They un- 
furled the banners of the Cross— 
and thank God, they prevailed! 
In the midst of persecution and 
blood they sealed their testimony 
to the truth of Apostolic institu- 
tions and primitive times—One 
godly Bishop cries to,another as 
they were led to the stake and the 
flames—‘‘ Be of good cheer, my 
brother, we shall this day kindle 
such a flame in England as I trust 
in God will never be extinguished” 


lusions. 
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—Thank heaven! that flamé has 
never been extinguished. It is the 
same which now fires the breast of 
every animated servant of the 
Church—which protects im in the 
midst of persecution, darkness and 
corruption—not to desert his post, 
but to rally round the standard of 
truth, and of his hopes, and to es- 
teem nothing so sacred as the pre- 
cepts, the institutions and dying 
injunctions of his divine Master and 
Lord. While shaking himself from 
the corruptions and errors of the 
times, he is animated still to hold 
fast, and contend manfully, reso- 
lutely, and perseveringly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints, 
for the order once, and by a divine 
mandate too, established in the 
Church!—The ark of God must 
be preserved. Thus our Reform- 
ers, while they cast off the corrup- 
tions of popery, and the peculiar 
supremacy of the pope, were care- 
ful not to destroy or cast away the 
vestiges of the Church of God.— 
That order of the Ministry which 
existed in the Church before the 
corruptions of popery appeared, 
was the order instituted by Christ 
—was the order ordained of God. 
To this the English bishops clave 
as to their own lives—yea, they 
counted not their own lives dear ; 
so that by any means, by any sacri- 
fice, they could redeem the Church 
from her shackles and from her de- 
To form anew Church 
with a better Constitution than that 
which Christ had formed, they 
could not; their hearts revolted 
from the arrogant attempt. Beza, 
a reformer with Calvin, says, This 
singular blessing of God the Eng- 
lish Church now enjoys, viz. a free 
exercise of the primitive order and 
discipline of the Church of God. 
Calvin and Beza, and other Pres- 
byterians who followed the days ef 
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the Reformation, gave their testi- 
mony in favour of Episcopacy.— 
They counted it an unjust reproach 
upon them, to think that they con- 
deinned it ; they excuse themselves 
by saying they did not throw it off, 
but could not have it in Geneva, 
without coming under the papal 
hierarchy. They highly applauded 
and congratulated the Church of 
Englind upon her Episcopacy.— 
This is proved by their letters to 
Queen Elizabeth, to the Arch Bish- 
op of Canterbury, and others of the 
English bishops. 

They prayed heartily to God for 
the covtinuance and preservation 
of it, bemoaned their own unhappy 
circumstances that they could not 
have the like, because they had no 
magistrate to protect them; they 
wished for Episcopacy in their 
Charches, the want of which they 
ewned as a defect, but called it 
their misfortune rather than their 
fault. Our Presbyterian brethren 
of this present age have departed, 


in this respect, from the opinions of 
their Fathers. 

Calvin says, *‘ There were no 
such in his time who opposed Epis- 


copacy.” As to the Church of 
England and her government by 
bishops, Beza declares he never 
meant to oppose it. He calls it a 
singular blessing of God, and wishes 
that she may ever enjoy it. The 
opposition of these men was to the 
Bishop of Rome, the Pope whose 
coming was after the manner of Sa- 
tan, with lying wonders and all de- 
ceivableness of unrighteousness. 
And here I would introduce anoth- 
er proof that this Caurch notwith- 
standing its corruptions was never- 
theless the true Church, and here 
the true temple of God. Read 2 
Thes. 11. 4—~That man of sin, the 

who thus exalted himself 
above all that is called God, is here 


ids 
declared to be setting in the very 
temple of God. Jesus spake in an- 
other place to his people, The 
scribes and pharisees sit in Moses’ 
seat, all therefore,whatsoever they 
command you to observe, that ob- 
serve and do, but do not after their 
works. Here legal official authori- 
ty, we find binding, however cor- 
rupt the person may be who exer- 
Cises it. 

A dissipated and immoral judge 
can thunder to the conscience of 
the convicted culprit, the sentence 
of death and speedy execution with 
equal effect and alarm, as the most 
virtuous and correct. Beza sup- 
poses that in his time there was 
none who opposed that Episcopacy, 
which was separated from the uni- 
versal control of the order claimed 
by the pope. 

If such could be found, he con- 
demns them as mad men. If there 
be any says he, and this you will 
hardly persuade me to believe,who 
regret the restored order of Epis- 
copacy: God forbid that any man 
in his wits, should assent to the 
madness of such men. Calvin, 
Beza, and others, after the Reform- 
ation, set up Church Government 
under the second order, as they 
thought, and plead from necessity, 
while they at the same time, pro- 
fessed the highest veneration for 
the Episcopal character and au- 
thority. (Whether this plea was 
justifiable, let the distracted conse- 
quences of such separation deter- 
mine ;) thus testify the word of 
God, the volumes of antiquity, the 
faithful record of the times and of 
the Church. 

And now my friend, upon a re- 
view of the whole you may again 
be filled with musings, and while 
constrained by so great a cloud of 
witnesses to confess all this is well. 
Yet you say—Must we suppose, 
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however, that because the ark was 
a type of the Church, and all who 
entered the ark were saved, that 
all who entered the Church must 
of consequence be saved ? 

Are we to conclude that because 
the promises of God were all made 
to the Church, and that because he 
has no covenant save with his peo- 
ple, that all who are without must 
therefore perish ?—I answer, not 
so indeed. In vain may we cry 
we have Abraham to our father, in 
vain may we boast of our distin- 
guished privileges ; all these, if 
abused, if neglected, will become 
forfeit through such abuse, through 
such neglect they will serve only 
to sink us still deeper and deeper 
into the abyss of lasting wo, unless 
we do the works of faithful Abra- 
ham we can have no effectual title 
to the blessings of adoption. Of 
these stones, or in other words, of 
Gentiles, strangers to covenant, 
God is able to raise up real chil- 
dren unto Abraham. As a conse- 
quence of our neglect and disobe- 
dience, the Lord may swear in his 
wrath, that we shall never enter 
his rest. Foreigners, strangers to 
covenant, being true believers, 
may, through the uncovenanted 
mercy of heaven, come from the 
East, and from the West, and sit 
down forever in the Kingdom of 
God ; while we, the children of the 
Kingdom, heirs through covenant, 
shall be forever cast out ; may we 
hear this and be humble, may we 
fear lest a promise being left us of 
entering into rest, any of us should 
finally come short of it. Lord, 
hasten the blessed day, when the 
Church shall no longer be rent by 
intestine divisions, nor the seamless 
coat of Christ torn by schism and 
dissent, when all who profess and 
call themselves Christians may be 
led into the way of truth, and hold 
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the faith in the unity of the Spirit. 
in the bond of peace, and in right- 
eousness of life. Amen. 


—<>— 
MISCELLANEOUS SELECTIONS. 
For the Churchman’s Magazine... 


The two following similitudes, trans- 
lated from the Latin Sermons of Bishop 
Fisher, who was acotemporary and fel- 
low-sufferer with the celebrated Sir 
Thomas More, have in them a simpli- 
city, yet happy brilliancy worthy of no- 
tice. 


In this case, the ancient Fathers 
and Patriarchs seem to me like 
those who are tost on the sea ina 
dark and stormy night, when they 
descry a light-house on an emi- 
nence, erected to direct the mari- 
ner into port. To it they fre- 
quently cast their eyes ; to it they 
lay their course, to the utmost of 
their power. When they can do 
no other, they embrace it with 
their eyes, and in imagination.— 
Just so these holy Fathers cast 
their eyes towards Christ, that is 
the true light, which was to dissi- 
pate the shadows of the world, and 
the thick darkness, by his splendor. 
To tbat light they stretched their 
suppliant hands ; to it they breath- 
ed their. earnest prayers, and sup- 
plicated that its coming might be 
hastened. 


Among all the elements, what is 
purer and more vehement than 
fire? Yet if you slightly touch it, 
and quickly withdraw your hand, 
it burns you not; for it requires 
some time toact. Just so, although 
the mysteries of our faith are a 
kind of spiritual fire, to warm the 














cold hearts of men; yet if you 
dwell not upon them in thought ; 
but slightly, and just in passing, run 
them over, you will find them pro- 
ductive of very little effect upon 
the heart. Wherefore to that faith, 
which we all possess, you should 
add the delay of serious contem- 
plation, that you may conceive in 
the heart, explain and unfold to the 
mind’s eye, what it is you believe. 
If you would de this, it is not to be 
doubted but this celestial fire would 
vehemently enkindle your cold 
heart. O that we, who spend so 
many hours in a day in the futile 
business of time, would bestow one 
upon the consideration of this im- 
portant concern; and we should 
certainly derive great utility from 
the employment. 





Animal Food. 


It is questioned, and justly, whe- 
ther animal food was granted to 
man until after the deluge. No 
mention is made of any such license 
until it was granted to Noah imme- 
diately on his coming from the 
Ark. And there have been per- 
haps in all ages of the world, some 
who have held in abhorrence the 
taking of the life of an animal for 
their sustenance. Of this, the sect 
of Pythagorian philosophers among 
the ancients, and both ancient and 
modern Brahmins in the East, are 
remarkable examples; and we 
meet with now and then an eccen- 
tric individual entertaining the same 
sentiment. But with those who ad- 
mit the authority of the written 
word of God, the case is perfectly 
clear. Every moving thing that 
liveth, shall be meat for you: Even 
as the green herb, have I given you 
all things. And had we not this 
warrant, the necessity of the case 
would seem to point out that so it 


should be: For did we not destroy 
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these creatures for food, or some 
other purpose, their numbers 
would soon prevent the muluplica- 
tion of the human species. 





Scriptural Illustrations. 


It has sometimes been suggested, 
that according to the representation 
of Moses, there was no rainbow 
ever seen in the clouds of heaven 
until after the deluge, and conse- 
quently that the Bible contradicts a 
human and demonstrable law of na- 
ture, concerning light and colours. 
But admitting that no such phenom- 
enon was ever seen by the antedi- 
luvians, still to substantiate the ob- 
jection, it must be made to appear 
that rain then descended in sphe- 
rical drops, as now: And of this, 
according to the language of Moses, 
in another place, we are led to 
doubt. For the Lord God had not 
caused tt to rain upon the earth— 
But there went up a mist from the 


earth, and watered the whole face of 


the ground. ‘This seems to imply 
nothing more than a dense fog, suf- 
ficient to keep the ground moist 
and carry on vegetation. Accord- 
ing to this supposition, at the De- 
luge the atmosphere must have 
undergone a material change, pro- 
ducing rain in the present form, of 
large globular drops, refracting and 
reflecting the rays of light, by a 
known law of nature. That the 
solid parts of our globe suffered a 
very great change at that time, is 
certain: It is consequently reason- 
able to think the same may have 
been the case, to some extent, with 
the fluids water and air, varying the 
proportion of each, or combining 
them in a different manner. No 
notice is taken of thunder and light- 
ning in those times, hence there 
may have been a less proportion of 
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electricity in the air. Now this 
fluid, it is well known, is a power- 
ful agent in condensing the air into 
water, and producing rain. 

But setting aside these conject- 
ures as amounting to nothing; still 
the language of Moses, in giving an 
account of the rainbow, does not 
necessarily imply that it was thea 
firstseen. I do set my bow in the 
clouds, says God to Noah, and it 
shall be for a token of the covenant 
between me and the earth. Itis true, 
that in a subsequent verse he says, 
the bow shall be seen in the clouds. 
Yet this does not imply that it was 
not seen before. Itis only an as- 
surance that it shall continue, as a 
token and pledge. of God’s promise 
never more to destroy all flesh by 


fail. 
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the waters of a flood; or in other 
words, that the established laws of 
nature shall prevail to the end of 
time, in regard to this our earth. 
Thus the pious mind is invited, on 
beholding this beautiful display of 
divine wisdom, to acquiesce in that 
power which reigns over all things, 
simply believing and rejoicing in 
the belief, that seed-time and har- 
vest, summer and winter, shall not 
The word of God is not, in- 
deed, intended to teach us natural 
philosophy ; but it is, in many parts 
calculated to awaken our attention 
to the subject, that we may learn 
wisdom from his handy-works, and 
be lead to adore his goodness, dis- 
played in the material world. 


—<»> = 
REVIEW: 


For the. Churchman’s Magazine. 


Review of An Exposition of the 
Book of Common Prayer, and 
administration of the Sacraments, 
and other Rites and Ceremonies 
of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of 
America. By AnprRew FowLer, 


A.M. Third edition. 


This publication it will perhaps 
be recollected, was slightly an- 
nounced in our Number for March, 
intending at that time to take fur- 
ther notice of it in the following 
Number ; but unavoidable circum- 
stances have, until now, defeated 
that intention. The work itself, is 
extensively ¢irculated ; but not so 
much as it ought to be among Epis- 
copalians. This is the third edi- 


tion, with alterations and enlarge- 
ments ; the first having appeared 
more than twenty years since. If 





what we shall say in its favour, shall 
tend to give it a wider circulation, 
our main object will be subserved. 

Works calculated, as this is, to 
promote and diffuse genuine piety 
and devotion among ordinary chris- 
tians, must meet the approbation of 
all who wish well to the cause of 
true religion, and the prevalence of 
the Gospel of peace. That sin- 
cere devotion, a becoming sense of 
the power and goodness of Almigh- 
ty God, tends to the promotion of 
virtue and holiness in man’s ordi- 
nary intercourse among each other, 
must be obvious to all. And we 
are told by him who spoke as never 
man spake, that they who worship 
God, must worship himin spirit and 
truth ; with the understanding, the 
heart, and affections; with a be- 
coming sense of their own impurity 
and vileness in the presence of in- 
finite holiness and almighty power. 
In ap especial manner, they who 








profess to worship God, in a set 
form of words, are bound to take 
all due pains to understand cor- 
rectly that form, that they may en- 
ter into its spirit and import; that 
they may go up tothe house of God 
with solemnized hearts and affec- 
tions, not to offer the sacrifice of 
fools, or the abominations of the 
hypocrite, but the unfeigned reve- 
rence of true devotion, the mingled 
fear of God, justice, and holiness, 
with gratitude and love for his mer- 
cies. 

When we consider the prudence, 
caution, and care of those eminent 
Martyrs of the Reformation, Cran- 
mer, Ridley, and others, in the 
completion of this form of sound 
words, and that they finally sealed 
it with their blood, in the devouring 
flames, we are in no danger of ma- 
nifesting too much reverence and 
regard for their work. For their 
sakes, and for the sake of God’s 
house and household, the Church, 
should it be respected ; next to the 
Holy Scriptures should it be vene- 
rated. If the Saints in light may 
be supposed to interest themselves 
at all in terrestrial things, we must 
suppose those holy Martyrs look 
down with delight on the devotions 
of a well instructed congregation, 
while they are uttering their re- 
sponses from pious hearts, and ina 
suitable tone of voice, Lord have 
mercy on us—Christ have mercy on 
us. If these remarks shold meet 
the eye of any amongst us who use 
not this form in their public devo- 
tions, let them look into the work 
under view, and we venture to pre- 
dict they cannot fail of seeing many 
reasons for respecting that form of 
words, on which it is in comment 
and exposition: perbaps many 
which had not before struck their 
minds, would become obvious ; nor 
can we avoid thinking, that with 
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those who entertain the true spirit 
of piety and godly sincerity, it 
must produce some wish to enjoy 
the like in their devotions. An 
exposition of sound Protestant doc- 
trine, the Liturgy certainly is, as 
admitted by all. [tis an exposition 
reduced to daily practice; and 
therefore likely to produce an abid- 
ing effect. It has now stood the 
test of almost three centuries ; nor 
can it be denjed that it has had, and 
is having great effect in preserving 
those who worship by this sound 
form, from many modern corrupt- 
ions of Christianity. This is not 
unfrequently admitted by men of 
discernment among those denomi- 
nations which have not had the 
wisdom to provide a like seasoning 
and preservative of sound doctrine. 
It thus becomes the imperative 
duty of all who wish for the con- 
tinuance and spread of Protestant 
principles, and the unadultered 
truths of the Gospel of Christ, to pa- 
tronize and endeavour to circulate 
productions from the press, that 
tend to the recommendation and 
acceptance of these divine truths. 
And that the exposition under view 
has eminently such a tendency, we 
maintain. Its style is well adapted 
to the capacity of the ordinary plain 
Christian. It every where breathes 
a spirit of piety and devotion. It 
is, at the same time, calculated to 
communicate information concern- 
ing the original compilation, and 
“the several reviews that the Book 
of Common Prayer has undergone. 


The end, design, and tendency of 


the several offices; the Fasts and 
Festivals appointed to be observed 
in the Church, are well explained ; 
and the whole is calculated to in- 
form the mind, aed bring the reader 
in love with the service of God ; te 
make him glad when he has an op- 
portunity, when it is said to him, 
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let us enter the courts of Jehovah, 
It is therefore a work that should 
be kept in every family ; to be 
read, especially by the young, who 
may be supposed not to have set- 
tled their minds, on the important 
concerns of religion. ; 

As to the dialogue form in which 
this work appears, the author has 
assigned his reasons in the Preface, 
and they seem to be sufficient.— 
‘The form of it, by way of ques- 
tion and answer, was chosen, be- 
cause it is a method best adapted to 
convey instruction, and to impress 
on the mind the truth which it in- 
culcates.”’ 

With these few remarks, we 
cordially recommend the Exposi- 
tion to notice ; and wish it to be in 
the hands of all; especially of 
Episcopalians ; assuring them, that 
they will find it a help-meet to their 
devotions in the house of God.— 
And that such of our readers as may 
not have seen the publication, may 
be enabled to judge somewhat for 
themselves, we present the follow- 
ing extract, taken from his Exposi- 
tion of the Litany :— 


“TI. OF THE INVOCATION. 


Q. How is the Litany introduced ? 

A. With a solemn invocation of the 
blessed and glorious Trinity, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Q. Why does the Litany begin with 
this solemn invocation ? 

A. Becanse we have a divine com- 
mand to ca!] upon God, James y. 13; 
and all the litanies now extant begin 
with this solemn word, ** Lord have 
mercy upon us.” -So that this invoca- 
tion is the sum and substance of the 
whole litany being a particular address 
for mercy, first to each person in the 
Holy Trinity individually, and then to 
them all unitedly. The address being 
urged by two motives, viz. first, be- 
cause we are miserable ; and, secondly, 
because we are sinners, upon which 
accounts we extremely need mercy. 

Q. Why is the invocation to be re- 
peated by the whole congregation ? 
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A. The design of it is, that every 
one may first crave to be heard in his 
own words; which favour, when they 
have obtained, they may leave it to the 
minister to set forth all their needs to 
Almighty God, provided they show 
their consent to each petition, by an- 
sweriog at the end of it as directed. 


III. OF THE DEPRECATIONS. 


Q. What follows next to the invoca- 
tion ? 

A. The deprecations; for having 
prepared the way by the preceding in- 
vocation, we now begin to ask; and 
because deliverance froin evil is the 
first step to felicity, we therefore be- 
gin with these deprecations for remov- 
ing it. And both the eastern and west- 
ern church begin their litanies after 
this manner;* which, as well as ours, 
are a paraphrase upon that petition in 
the Lord’s prayer, ‘deliver us from 
evil.” 

Q. What is the order and method of 
these deprecations ? 

A. It is as follows : 

1. Because our requests ought to as- 
cend by degrees; before we ask for 
deliverance, we beg the mercy of for- 
bearance,. For we confess we have 
sinned with our fathers, Psalm cvi. 6; 
and that therefore God may justly pun- 
ish us, not only for our sins, but for 
theirs also, since we have made them 
our own by imitation : for which reason 
we beg of him not to remember, nor 
take vengeance of us for them, espe- 
cially since he bas so dearly purchased 
our pardon with his own most precious 
blood. But, however, if we cannot 
prevail upon God wholly to spare us, 
and he may see it good for us to be un- 
der some portion of chastisement; then 
we beg that his correction may be 
short, and soon removed, and that he 
would not ‘‘ be angry with us forever.” 

2. The sum of all that we pray 
against, being deliverance from the 
evils of sin and punishment, we begin 
the next petition with two general 
words, which include both : for evil and 
mischief signify wickedness and mise- 
ry; and as the first is caused by the 
crafts and assaults of the devil, so the 
second is brought upon us by the just 
wrath of God here, and completed by 


* Liturg. St. Chrysos. and St. Basil. 


























everlasting damnation hereafter; and 
therefore we desire to be delivered 
both frem sin and the punishment 
of it, as well from the causes that lead 
to it as the consequences that fol- 
low it. 

3. After we have thus prayed against 
sin and misery in general, we descend 
regularly to the particulars, reckoning 
divers kinds of the most sotorious sins ; 
some of which have their seat in the 
heart or mind, and others in the body ; 
and, first, we advert to those of the 
heart, where all sin originates; there 
recounting such as concern both our- 
selves and our neighbour. Of the for- 
mer sort are blindness of heart, which 
we place in front, as the cause of all 
the rest; and pride, vain-glory, and 
hypocrisy, which are united together 
in this deprecation, as vices which ge- 
nerally accompany one another. Of 
the latter sort are envy, hatred, malice, 
and all uncharitableness; in which 
words are comprehended all those sins 
which we do, or can, commit against 
our neighbour in our hearts. 

4. From the heart sin spreads far- 
ther into the life and actions, and thith- 
er our litany now pursues it, beginning 
with that which St. Paul reckons first 
among the works of the flesh, (Gal. v. 
19,) viz. all inordinate and sinful affec- 
tious, which words are not to be con- 
fined to the bare inclination of defiling 
another, but comprehend under them 
allacts of uncleanness whatsoever.— 
And these are they which we pray 
against in this petition, together with 
all other sins, whether great or small, 
that we are apt to fall into through the 
deceits of our three great spiritual ene- 
mies, which we renounced in baptism, 
the world, the flesh and the devil. 

5. When the cause is removed, there 
are hopes the consequences may be 
prevented; and, therefore, after we 
have petitioned against all sin, we may 
reasonably pray against all those judg- 
ments with which God generally scour- 
ges those who offend him, whether they 
are such as fall on whole nations and 
kingdoms, and either come immediately 
from the hand of God, as lightning and 
tempest, plague, pestilence, and fa- 
mine ; or, though not immediately, are 
yet inflicted by the hands of wicked 
men, such as battle and murder; or 
VOL. V.—wno. 5, 
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whether they are such as fall upon par- 
ticular persons only, as sudden death, 
which happens sometimes by violence, 
from the band of the assassin, by fire or 
water, or some other way, in a moment, 
without any warning or apparent 
cause: And though both these kinds of 
death may sometimes happen to very 
good men, yet if we consider that by 
such accidents we may leave our rela- 
tions without comfort, and our affairs 
unsettled, and may ourselves be depri- 
ved of the preparative ordinances of 
ceath, and have no time to fit our souls 
for our great account, prudence, as 
well as humility, will teach us to pray 
against them. 

6. Having thus deprecated those 
evils which might endanger our lives, 
we proceed next to pray against such 
as would deprive us of our peace and 
truth ; as well those which are levelied 
at the state, as are ‘ all sedition, privy 
conspiracy and rebellion ;” as those 
which portend the ruin of the church, 
as “all false doctrine, heresy, and 
schism.” And then we conclude with 
the last and worst of God’s judgments, 
which he generally inflicts on those 
whom neither private nor public ca- 
lamities will reform, viz. ‘* hardness 
of heart, and contempt of his word 
and commandment :” for when people 
amend not by those punishments which 
are inflicted on their property and per- 
sons, on the church and state, then the 
patience of God is tired out—he with- 
draws his grace, and gives them up to 
a reprobate mind, the usual prelude to 
destruction and damnation; from which 
deplorable state, good Lord deliver us. 

7. And now to be delivered from all 
these great and grievous evils, is a 
mercy so very desirable, that it ought 
to be requested by the most importu- 
nate kind of supplication imaginable ; 
and such are the two next petitions, 
which the Latins called Obsecrations, 
in which the church beseeches our dear 
Redeemer to deliver us from all the 
evils which we have been praying 
against, ‘* by the mystery of his holy in- 
carnation,” &c. that is, she lays befere 
our Lord all his former mercies to us 
expressed in his incarnation, nativity, 
circumcision, baptism, and in ever 
thing else which he has done and suf- 
fered for us ; and offers these considera- 
20 
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tions to move him to grant our requests, 
and to deliver us from those evils. 
Lastly, And though we are always 
either under, or near some evil, for 
which reason it is never unseason- 
able to pray for deliverance; yet there 
are some particular times in which 
we stand in more especial need of the 
divine help, and they are either during 
our lives, or at our deaths. Dur- 
ing our lives we particularly want 
the divine assistance; first “in all 
times of trtbulation,” when we are usu- 
ally tempted to murmuring, impatience, 
sadness, despair, and the like: and 
these we pray against now. before the 
evil day comes, not that God would de- 
liver us from all such times, which 
would be an unlawful request ; but that 
he would support us under them when- 
ever he should please to permit them. 
The other part of.our lives in which we 
pray to be delivered is, ** in all times of 
our prosperity,” which are rather more 
dangerous than our times of adversity : 
all kinds of prosperity, especially plen- 
ty and abundance, being exceedingly 
apt to increase our pride, to inflame 
our lusts, to multiply our sins, and, in 
a word, to make us forget God, and 
grow careless of our souls : and, there- 
fore, we have need to pray, that in all 
such times God would be pleased to 
deliver us. But whether we spend our 
days in prosperity or adversity, they 
must al] end in death, in the hour of 
which the devil is always most active, 
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and we least able to resist him. Our 
pains are grievous, our fears are many, 
and the danger great of falling into im- 
patience, despair or security; and, 
therefore, we constantly pray for deli- 
verance in that important trial, which, 
if Ged grant us, we have but one re- 
quest more, and that is, that he would 
also deliver us “in the day of judg- 
ment ;” which is the last time a man ig 
capable of deliverance, since, if we are 
not delivered then, we are left to perish 
eternally. How fervently therefore 
ought we to pray for ourselves, as St. 
Paul prayed for Onesiphorus, that ** the 
Lord would grant unto us, that we may 
find mercy of the Lord in that day.” 
Q. May not the so frequent use of— 
Good Lord, deliver us, in the litany, be 


justly charged upon us as a tautology, 


or vain repetition ? fee 

A. No; for if you take notice, it is 
every time applied to distinct matter, 
and cousequently makes a distinct 
prayer. Sothatitis no more a tauto- 
logy, or vain repetition, than i aay 
man should, as he cerfaiuly must fre- 
quently say in any other prayer, such 
words as these, ‘‘ Grant, O Lord,” &c. 
‘* We beseech thee,” &c. 

What is here said of these words, 
‘‘ Good Lord, deliver us.” may easily 
be applied to the following form, ‘‘ We 
beseech thee to hear us, good Lord,” 
which has always a respect to the 
words going before, and every time it 
is used makes a distinct prayer. 


S48 Oo 
POETRY. 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


RETROSPECT. 


SWEET vale, secluded from the world’s vain strife, 
Where science never trod, where genius slept 


In unambitious, humble life, 


And calm religion sought retreat, 
Thy flowery lawns, thy green enamel’d meads, 
Untaned to numbers, thee | joyous greet. 


Full on the right, a mountain peers sublime : 
There leafy forests crown its rounded brow; 


There up the rocky steep secure, climb 
Few straggling stinted oaks ; and there 
A naked moss-grown cliff of sable hue, 
Bedims with gloom the suu’s declining glare 
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A dark green, two-fold pine, ascending tall, 
Just on the precipice’s dizzy height, 

Nods to the winds, and threats a fall. 

The seated hill and subject plain, 

In seeming haze, the swimming eye confuse, 
And all the kindled linsy senses pain. 


See there, from forth its base, meandering creeps, 
And silent glides along the broadening stream ; 
On whose smooth surface calmly sleep 
Its banks and stooping forest nigh 
Inverted; with the climbing rocky mound ; 
And underneath the blue etheriel sky. 


Tall sycamores, with branching elms combine, 
Casting a solemn shade along the green; 
Where ruminating herds recline, 

Or plunging down, they stand and lave 

Their pantiag sides, by swarming insects stung ; 
Or snuff the cooling breeze, and sip the wave. 


Beyond the flood luxuriant pastures smile ; 
Or ripen’d corn that wayes before the wind, 
To glad the swain, and toil beguile 
Of gleeful boys, who shock the grain. 
Enlivening scene! Rich source of earthly joy ! 
Where health, and peace, and calm contentment reign. 


Blithe from the couch, long e’er the blazing sun 
Has peep’d above the eastern hoary cliff, 
They rise, and morning service done, 
Nerv’d for the field, they hie away, 
Snuffing the cool. the pure, the fragrant breeze, 
Successive thus roils on each passing day. 


Here first I drank the stream of vital air; 
First saw the glorious sun, with shining orb, 
And all this mundane scene so fair. 
Here still my soul would wander pleas’d, 
And greet the verdant landscape o'er and o’er ; 
From burdening thoughts and labour’d study eas’d. 


Here first Religion warm’d my labouring breast, 
First here I felt her pure enlivening glow : 
My secret soul her guilt confess’d, 
To him whe sees through night’s dark reign 
As full as clear, as in the mid-day blaze, 
And pardon meets when contrite hearts complain. 


Yesmiling glens, embosom’d deep in hills, 
Where never swept the rude tornado’s rage ; 
Nor may you know the ruder ills 
Of waring man, intent on spoil : 

Here may the frugal swain securely dwell, 
And load his healthy board from sweatening toil. 


Hence luxury be gone; nor with thy breath 

’ From splendid halls and midnight feasts untold, 

Spread pestilence and venom’d death ; 

Thy poisonous steaming drugs be far ; 

Taint not those streams, from gushing founts that flow, 
And nature’s purest, healthiest beverage mar. 


Let earth incessant whirl her centric sphere, 
Spinning to mortals change of night and day: 
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As hurrying round the measur’d year ; 

Yet that Almighty hand, which reigns 

Unoumber’d worlds, propt fast the mountain's weight, 
And spread beneath the wide extended plains. 


Time speeds, successive ages flit away, 
Sweeping to dust and silence all that lives: 
Yon mouldering cliffs of slow decay 
Speak future years, an untold sum, 

And loud proclaim his wisdom infinite, 
To whom no time is past, no time to come. 


His goodness bids night’s exhalations rise, 
And opes betimes the curtain’d dewy east ; 
The vallies cloth’d in gladsome guise 
Resound ; the hillocks laugh and sing : 
The standing corn its morning incense breathes, 
And flowery meads their grateful homage bring. 


While the firm earth endures, while rivers glide. 
O Thou, who guid’st the universal whole ; 
May health and plenty here reside, 
By labour and by temperance bought; 
And thou, romantic dale, tomemory dear. 


My home! 


Be there my latest earthly thought. 


The sun now sinks behind the western hills, 
And casts a cooling shade along the fields. 
Anon comes grateful twilight still 
Unbroke, save by the tinkling bell, 
And lowing herds, regreeting glad their young; 
Or scanted stream, faint murmuring down the deli. 


The hour of darksome night, assign’d to rest 
For weary toil, ensures, the mansion closed, 
The kneeling sire, with coxtrite breast, 
Invokes the Power that reigns above, 

His household gather’d round in solemn pause, 
And asks his daily bread from boundless love. 


Sweet slumber falling, closes every eye; 
Unheard the ticking clock tolls out his knell, 
Till Hesper speaks gray morning nigh ; 

Or from his perch the cock’s shrill voice 
Calls tuneful nature all to wake and sing, 
And in the great Creator's praise rejoice. 


———<.e—— 
ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


CoNvVENTION OF THE Diocese or Con- 
NECTICUT. 


The whole number of Clergymen in 
this Diocese is on. of Parishes 
arly o ized efficient, 74, 

of faenilize in 56 parishes, 4623 ; to this 
may be added, for New Haven at least 
340, and for Hartford 160, which make 
the number 5123; of communicants in 
57 parishes 4086, ef baptisms in 45 


parishes 522, of Sunday scholars in 12 
parishes 870. We regret that the re- 
turas from the several parishes do not 
enable us to present a statement which 
should embrace the whole Church in 
Connecticut. 

The Rev. B. G. Noble, was elected 
Secretary of the Convention. 

The Rev. H. Creswell, D. Burhans, 
N. 8. Wheaton, and R. Sherwood, of 
the clergy, and James M. Goodwin. 











Wm. McCrackan, S. W. Johnson, and 
Amos Scovill, of the laity. were elect- 
ed delegates to the next General Con- 
vention. 

The Rev. Messrs. Buruins, Mars, 
Crosweiy, and Nosite; N. Smita, 
B. Beaca, and 8. W. Jounson, Esqrs. 
were nominated Trustees of the Geae- 
ral Theological Seminary. 

The Rev. Messrs. Crosweii, Bur- 
HANS, WaHeaton, SHERWOOD, and 
Davin Batpwin, were elected the 
Standing Committee. The name of 
Rev. D. BALpwrn, was omitted by ac- 
cident, in the printed Journal of the 
Convention. 

We regret that we bave not room 
for the; Missionary Reports, in this 
number. . 


Abstract of the Journal of the ninth 
Annual Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, in the Diocese of 
Ohio. June 7th and 8th, 1826. 


We have been much interested in 
the perusal of this journal. The pro- 
ceedings of the Convention were of the 
most interesting character. They were 
conducted with a spirit of unity and 
zeal worthy of the Church, and which 
would not discredit the purest age of 
Christianity. This portion of the Lord’s 
vineyard still suffers for the want of la- 
bourers,—during the last year, only 
three Clergymen and the Bishop have 
}erformed regular ministrations in this 
wide field. 

The Convention was attended by the 
Bishop, and six clergymen, and 27 
Lay-delegates representing 18 parish- 
es. The whole number of clergymen 
in the Diocese is seven, parishes 34, fa- 
milies in 26 parishes 598, of communi- 
cants 768, lay-delegates 220. 

The Bishop’s Address has afforded 
us great pleasure, both as containing a 
minute detail of his labours, with an 
accurate view of the state of the 
Churches in his diocese, and its re- 
marks in relation to Kenyon College, 
and the Theelegical Seminary of Ohio. 
This address will be published in the 
next number of this Journal. 

The Rev. William Sparrow was 
elected Secretary. We publish entire 
the following report on the location of 
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the Seminary, and the act of the Bishop 
which follows :— 


The Committee on the location of 
the Seminary made the following report 
which was accepted : 

The committee to whom was refer- 
red that part of the Bishop’s address 
which respects the site of the Theolo- 
logical Seminary and Kenyon Collage, 
beg leave to report, that, they have 
had the subject under consideration 
and satisfactorily ascertained, from the 
information received from others, and 
from the actual knowledge of the com- 
mittee, that the lands in Knox Co. con- 
ditionally purchased by the Bishop from 
William Hogg, of Brownsville, Penn. 
afford an eligible site for the Seminary 
and College, and combine advantages 
of greater magnitude, than any offer 
that has been made, being situated 
near the centre of the Diocese, in a 
healthy part of the country which is 
rapidly improving—the land watered 
with good springs and permanent 
streams, affording valuable mill seats, 
well timbered, very fertile, abounding 
in stone and ali the materials necessary 
for building. The committee further 
ascertain that the contract with Mr. 
Hogg is made on very favourable terms, 
particularly as to price ; leaving it pos- 
sible to save the lands wanted for the 
site, from the proceeds of the sale of the 
remainder. The committee further 
report, that a very considerable amount 
in money, lands, materials for building, 
and labour bas been subscribed, to be 
applied to the payment of the land and 
in erecting the necessary buildings, on 
condition that the Seminary and Col- 
lege be established thereon. There- 
fore in full view of all these advantages, 
with gratitude to God, that he has so 
signally helped us thus far and with ar- 
dent prayers for the continuance of his 
blessing, the committee recommend 
that the following resolutions be adopt- 
ed. 
Resolved, That this Convention do 
approve of the conditional contract 
made by the Rt. Rev. P. Chase, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Ohio, with Wm. 
Hogg, of Brownsville, Pennsylvania, 
for section 1, in township 6, and section 
4, in township 7, and the 12th range of 
United States Military land, containing 
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each four thousand acres,—and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the Theological Se- 
minary of the Diocese of Ohio and Ken- 
yon College, be, and the same hereby 
is, forever established on such part of 
section one, in township six, in range 
twelve of the United States military 
Jand, as may be selected by the Trus- 
tet’s of said Seminary and College. 

The two resolutions appended to this 
report were unanimously adopted by 
the Convention. Whereupon, the Pre- 
sident rose and read the following paper 
which was ordered to be inserted upon 
the Journal ;— 

Whereas, Mrs. Betsey Reed, of Put- 
nam, near Zanesville, county of Musk- 
ingum, Siate of Ohio, did in the month 
of March 1825, munificently give for 
the use of the church one thousand 
acres of land, lying on Alum Creek, 
Delaware county; leaving it to’ the 
Bishep to determine to what specific 
object the gift should be applied. 

I do, therefore, in the sight of God 
and according to the best of my judg- 
ment, come to the following determina- 
tion, touching these premises :—One 
hali of the said lands shall be the pro- 
perty of the Theological Seminary of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
Siate of Ohio; and the other half shall 
be the property of St. James’ Church 
in the town of Zanesville, in Musking- 
um county. And, under a deep sense 
of gratitude to God for having raised up 
such a Benefactressto his church, I do, 
as speaking in the stead of the whole 
Diocese, and of the Trustees of the 
Seminary and the parish of St. Jasmes’ 
Church, Zanesville, in particular, here- 
by tender most sincere thanks to Mrs. 
Reed for this her very liberal gift. 

P. CHASE, 

Bishop of th. P. E. Church in the 

_ State of Ohio. 


The Rev. Messrs. Morse, Johnson, 
and Hall, and Messrs. Wells, Board- 
man, and Little, were chosen the 
Standing Committee. 

A resolution was passed rendering it 
necessary that a person should be a 
communicant in order to be eligible to 
a seat in the Convention. 

Resolutions on the importance of sup- 
porting the Episcopate, and circulating 





Ecclesiastical Intelligence. 


subscriptions for the payment of the Se 
minary lands were adopted. 

At the close of the Convention, the 
Bishop congratulated the members of 
the Convention oa the unanimity and 
harmony of their proceedings, particu- 
larly ia settling the great question of 
the location of the Seminary and Col- 
lege: and attributing so great a mercy 
solely to the overruling hand of God, 
and the special iufluences of his Holy 
Spirit, he desired the Convention to 
join with him, in the devout use of the 
** Te Deum laudamus” and other forms 
of devotion. 





CONVENTION oF MISSISIPPI. 


We have received the Journal of 
this Convention, the first ever held in 
the State of Missisippi. It was assem- 
bled at Natchez, on the 17th of May, 
1826. The Rev. Albert A. Maller 
read Prayers, and the kev. James Pil- 
more preached the sermon. ‘The Rev. 
Mr. Muller was appointed President 
pro tem. and the Rev. J. Pilmore, Sec- 
retary. There were present five cler- 
gymen, and eleven lay delegates. 

A resolution was passed by which the 
convention acceded to & adapted as their 
form and rules of Church government, 
the Constitution and Canons of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America. 

A committee was appointed to franie 
a Constitution and Canons for the go- 
veroment of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in that State. The report of 
the Committee was accepted, and the 
Constitution and Canons unanimously 


‘adopted. The Rev. Albert A. Muller 


was elected President, and the Rev. 
James Pilmore, Secretary, under the 
Constitution. The report on the state 
of the Church represents her prospects 
as generally promising, but her mem- 
bers much disperseé. Two Churches 
have been erected, and efforts are mak- 
ing to build several others. 

The Rev. James Pilmore and the 
Rev. A. A. Muller, Jos. Dunbar, Esq. 
and Doct. A. P. Merrill, were elected 
the Standing Committee. 

The Rey. A. A. Muller and the Rey. 
Jatnes A. Fox, Levin Covington and 
J. W. Foote, Esqrs. were elected dele- 
gates to the General Convention. 
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At the close of the Convention, the 
— delivered the following Ad- 
ress :— 


Gentlemen of the Convention—In ad- 
verting to the circumstances under 
which we have assembled, I cannot but 
give vent to my feelings, and express to 
you my most ardent desire, for the fu- 
ture prosperity and extension of this 
branch of our commen church. 

Pleasant must be to you the reflect- 
ions connected with the meeting of this 
convention. But a few years have 
passed away, since, in this place, the 
lawless savages of the forest held their 
feasts of revelry, and meditated their 
hostile plans of revenge and murder; 
and now a christian people stand in 
their places, devising suitable means 
for the advancement of that gospel, 
which has brought *‘ peace on earth 
and good will towards men.” May we 
not, then, in regard to this opening 
germ of our church, adopt the forcible 
and appropriate language of the psalm- 
ist, ** Thou, O God, hast brought a vine 
out of Egypt; thou hast cast out the 
heathen, and planted it.” And may we 
not hope, that its faith may cover the 
hills, ‘‘ and its boughs be like the good- 
ly cedar. whose limbs shall extend to 
the sea.and its branches unto the river.” 


Permit me to tender you my thanks, 
gentlemen of the laity, for the willing- 
ness with which you obeyed the call of 
this convention ; for the patient inves- 
tigation of those subjects connected 
with the interests of the church, which 
have been brought to your view, and 
for the zeal and co-operation you have 
so cheerfully afforded on this important 
occasion. As the advocates and sup- 
porters of religion and virtue, you have 
here joined in those deliberations,which 
are calculated to operate as public be- 
nefits; and your example, in this re- 
spect, will serve as future incitements 
to your fellow-citizens of this State, in 
imitating those benevolent exertions, 
which you have here used, for the 
church of God, and the faith of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. For 
this, future generations may delight to 
recal the ‘‘ good deeds which you here 
have done for the house of God,” and 
even your children’s children may rise 
upand call you blessed! ‘ Verily, I 
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say unte you,” my friends, ‘ you have 
your reward.” 

My brethren of the clergy, while we 
congratulate ourselves in the cheerin 
prospects which present themselves in 
the future glory of that church, whose 
foundation rests upon the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner stone; let us remem- 
ber, that we are but the stewards of 
the household of this faith; and if, in 
our privileges and happiness, we are 
permitted to be the ministering ser- 
vants of God, yet great is the responsi- 
bility attached to our station. If tous 
much has been given, much will also be 
required. Let us not, then, be un- 
mindful of our awful and solemn en- 
gagements. 

The day with us is far spent, and the 
night is at hand. That awful! hour, 
when we ean no longer employ our 
days in the services of our Lord and 
Master,will soon come upon us, and we 
must all appear before the tribunal of 
inexorable justice. Let us, as faithful 
soldiers of the cross, put on the whole 
armor of God; that being clothed in 
this panoply, we may be enabled to 
stand in the heavy hours of trial anc 
misfortune. Let it be our duty to give 
no offence in any thing, that the minis- 
try be not blamed; but to be gentle 
and courteous; apt to teach, swift to 
hear, slow to speak, and in all things 
adorning the doctrines of God our Sa- 
viour. 

Brethren of the Convention, I com- 
mend you to God and his blessing. The 
Lord bless you and keep you. The 
Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious unto you. The Lord 
lift up/his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace, now and for ever. 


Proceedings of the Theological Seme 
nary. 
Abridged from the Christ. Journal. 


The annual meeting of the board of 
trustees of the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States was held in 
N. York, from the 27th to the 30th June. 
inclusive. There were present three 
of the bishops, viz. Bishop White, Bish- 
op Hobart, and Bishop Croes,—and 
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twenty-four clerical and lay trustees, 
from five states. 

The examination of the students took 
place on the Wednesday and Thursday 
of that week ; and it proved, we Jearn, 
highly satisfactory to the audience 
which attended it, and which consisted, 
besides the trustees, of a number of the 
clergy of this and other dioceses. The 
Commencement was held on Friday, 
when Alexander H. Crosby, A. M., of 
New York; Benjamin EZutchins, A.M., 
of Pennsylvania; George A. Shelton, 
A. B., of Connecticut; William L. 
Keese, A. B., of New York; John A. 
Hicks. A. B., of New York ; and Ed- 
mund D. Griffin, A. B., of New York; 
who composed the first class, read the- 
ological dissertations ,*iand received the 
honours of the institution. 

The seminary building is in a state 
of forwardness—the third tier of beams 
being laid. Its sizeis 104 feet by 52. 
From the report of the Faculty, it ap- 
pears that the number of students is 
22—6 in the Ist, 10 in the 2d, and 6 in 
the 3d class. 


* Except Mr. Hutchins, who, from 
indisposition, was unable to read the 
dissertation which he had prepared. 

—<— > 
ORDINATIONS. 


By the Rt. Rev. A. V. Griswold, 
April 12th, in St. Michael’s Church, 
Bristol, R. I. Mr. Richard Peck was 
admitted to the Holy Order of Dea- 
cons. May 17th, m thesame Church, 
Mr. Benjamin C. Parker, and Mr. 
Southerland Douglass, were admitted 
to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Rt. Rev. Bishop Chase, on 
Sunday 11th June, in Worthington, 
Ohio, Mr. Gideon McMillan was ad- 
mitted to the Holy Order of Deacons ; 
and the Rev. William Sparrow, te that 
of Priests: the Rev. Messrs. Hall and 
Morse were present, and assisted. 

By the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart, on 
the 12th July, at Trinity Church, Fish- 
kill, the Rev. D. B. Thomas, was ad- 
mitted to the Holy Order of Priests ; 
and Messrs. Edmund D. Griffin, Wiil- 
iam Linn Keese, and Alezander H. 
Crosby, recently Students in the Gene- 
ral Theological Seminary, to the Holy 
Order of Deacons : the Rev. G. Upfold, 
the Rev. S. R. Jobnson. the Rey. Dr. 


Ordinations—Obituary. 


Reed, and the Rev. J. Brown, were 
present, and assisted. 

By the Rt. Rev. Bishop Moore, on 
the 16th of July, at Petersburg, Va. 
Messrs. John Grammer, Jr. Benjamin 
O. Piers, Henry Aisquith, and Leonard 
H. Johns, were admitted to the Holy 
Order of Deacons. 


Satie coe 


OBITUARY. 


Died at Hebron, on the 2d ult. after 
a long illness which he endured with 
submission to the divine will, Mr. Txo- 
mAs We tts, aged 66 years. In the 
death of Mr. Wells his family and so- 
ciety have sustained a deep affliction. 
He possessed a large share of the es- 
teem and confidence of his acquaintan- 
ces and friends, which was often evin- 
ced by appointments to some of the 
most important offices in the town.— 
From his earliest years he’ was fond of 
social and friendly intercourse : he pos- 
sessed strong natural powers of mind, 
and considerable information. For ma- 
ny years he manifested a lively interest 
in the concerns of religion—He was 
attached, from principle, to the doc- 
trines, worship, and government of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, and he 
manifested much zeal in exertions to 
promote her prosperity. He was for a 
number of years one of the wardens of 
the Church in Hebron; and it is be- 
lieved, by the writer of this brief obi- 
tuary, that he held the office of senior 
warden at the time of his decease. The 
Churchmen in Hebron had contempla- 
ted the building of a new Church for a 
long period, and he had the satisfaction 
of living to see a spacious brick edifice, 
which for beauty and taste in architec- 
ture, is scarcely surpassed by any other 
in the State, completed and nearly rea- 
dy for consecration. His funeral was 
attended by a large concourse of rela- 
tives and friends, and with those man- 
ifestations of sorrow which evinced 
their affectionate regard for the deceas- 
ed. The procession moved from his 
late residence to the Church, where a 
discourse was delivered by the Rev. 
B. G. Noble, from Psalm xxiii. 4:— 
Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for 
thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me. 





